
 
Council Meeting 

Minutes 
June 20, 2023 

 
 

The Borough of Ben Avon Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, June 20, 2023, and 
at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. Vice President Jennifer 
Bett presided and opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Jennifer Bett, Russell Kuehner, Ken Opipery, Kara Roggenkamp, Jim 
Thornton, Tavia Washington 
 
Council Members Absent: Richard Wagner 
 
Others Present: Ohio Township Police Chief Joe Hanny, Emsworth Fire Chief Jim Kohl, JPC 
Representative Christen Cieslak, Public Works Foreman Dale Regrut, Atty. Weston Pesillo, and 
Borough Secretary Terrie Patsch 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – There was no public participation. 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report – There was no report. 
 
 
Ohio Township Police Report – See Attachment A 
Chief Hanny reported ninety-four calls, with no major problems to report. He reminded residents 
to be cautious as scams are on the rise. He stated that no local, State or Federal official will ask 
for your credit card information, and if you receive a call, please hang up and report it to the 
police. 
 
 
Emsworth Volunteer Fire Company Report – See Attachment B 
Chief Kohl reported forty-four calls this month, with four for Ben Avon. They responded to a 
tree down, a residence lockout and a fire alarm. He stated that calls were up for everyone. 
 
 
Solicitor’s Report  
Attorney Pesillo referenced a recent letter and their response on behalf of the Borough from the 
State Attorney General regarding the decertification of the Ben Avon Volunteer Fire Company. 
The AG stated that following the decertification of the Fire Company, all tangible assets be 



remanded to Emsworth. The application submitted by the Ben Avon company to merge with the 
Bellevue Volunteer Fire Company was recently withdrawn.  
 
Attorney Pesillo also noted that they were informed of code violations on a property on Park 
Avenue, and they are working with Harshman CE Group to gather information for a search 
warrant. He is hoping to have more information to present to Council at next month’s meeting. 
 
 
Joint Planning Commission 
Ms. Cieslak stated that the newly appointed Bellevue member will join the group in June. The 
most recent minutes will be emailed tomorrow. When she was last in attendance, the council 
asked Ms. Cieslak to submit a request for the Commission to explore EV charging infrastructure. 
She now has that framed on the form, and the Commission can go forward with the process. 
 
Ms. Cieslak also stated that last month Avalon and Bellevue asked the Commission to review 
short term rental registrations. In addition, Bellevue would like to review and discuss the impact 
of chicken manure runoff in the storm water systems. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
May 17, 2023, Council Meeting 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2023, Council Meeting as presented. 

 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Revenue & Expense Report 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve the financial statement as presented for the month of May 2023. 

 
 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve accounts payable in the amount of $325,832.41. This amount includes 
payment for a street sweeper and sewer repair disbursed from the Capital Reserve 
Account. 
        

 
COMMITTEE REPORT 
Administration Committee 
Ms. Bett stated that a meeting of the Administration Committee is scheduled for the beginning of 
July. She has a personnel item for the Executive Session this evening. 
 
 
Public Affairs & Communications.  
Ms. Bett reports that there is a draft in process and a meeting scheduled to move forward with 
CivicsPlus on the development of the new website. She stated there should be more information 



to give the Council in July. She also noted that it will soon be time to begin the latest issue of the 
Borough newsletter. 
 
 
Public Safety – See Attachment C 
 
 
Public Works 
Mr. Opipery reported that the paving company will begin this week. The first step of the multi-
step process is milling. In addition, there will need to be an extension to the bottom of Perrysville 
down to Church to apply a new wearing coat due to deterioration. There will be an incremental 
cost associated with the addition of this section of road.  
 
Mr. Opipery stated that a problem developed with the street directly in front of his house where 
the asphalt had shifted due to the trolley track underneath the road was moving. This also 
required the contractor to repair this part of Church Avenue.  
 
The ongoing problems at Ridge and Brighton/Belle Riviere where stormwater gathers will also 
be evaluated by the contractor. Overall, the he noted that this contractor works well with the 
residents compared to some of those hired in the past. Mr. Opipery asks that residents not move 
cones to drive on the roads as allowing the time will add to the longevity. 
 
He reported the fence on the new retaining wall on Brighton Road has been installed. In addition, 
the Forest Avenue sewer problem which has cost the Borough $35,000 to repair continues. Mr. 
Opipery is looking for an additional quote on sewer lining before continuing the repair work. 
 
Mr. Opipery reports the new street sweeper has been in use and Public Works reports nothing but 
positive feedback on the new piece of equipment. 
 
 
Community of Governments - See Attachment D 
Ms. Washington reported there will be a COG meeting at the Ben Avon Borough hall tomorrow 
at 7:00 p.m. Council members were installing and connecting the PurpleAir monitor this evening 
prior to the council meeting. She thanked Dale Regrut for his assistance with the installation. 
 
 
Sustainability 
Ms. Roggenkamp stated that she forwarded a draft RFP on the solar panel project to all the 
Council. She made minor edits and plans to provide the Borough’s insurance requirements for 
their reference. A potential schedule was included; the RFP is due back at the end of June, the 
walk-through is planned the week of July 17. A feasibility study will be completed. Right now, 
they are focusing on the new building for the panels, and it may offset the usage for two of the 
Borough buildings. It is unclear at this time if the street lights will be offset. Bids from 
developers with pricing would be provided by August 4, and reviews of the proposals and 
selection due September 22.  



Mr. Kuehner asked about the cost, and Ms. Roggenkamp stated that it would depend on which 
proposal was accepted, and the number of panels decided upon. Mr. Opipery respectfully 
reminded the Council that there are fundamental repairs and improvements that address the 
security, safety and efficiency of these buildings that should be a priority and asked that they 
keep that in mind. Mr. Thornton suggested that the annual forecast Mr. Opipery provides each 
year should be a guideline to prioritize those projects, however, participation in this program will 
give the Council more information to consider.  
 

MOTION: Ms. Roggenkamp; SECOND: Mr. Thornton; MOTION CARRIED to 
submit the RFP for the GetSolar participation.  

 
Ms. Roggenkamp also noted that the Council has discussed joining Pittsburgh CONNECT in the 
past but were usure of the cost of membership. They have provided that the membership fee is 
$158 per year, and forwarded a sample resolution to vote on when the Council is ready. Ms. 
Roggenkamp stated she will table that discussion and vote until the next meeting. 
 
 
Special Projects 
Centennial Building Committee – Nothing to report this month. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
ACORD Member 
Ms. Bett reported that a resident, Natalie Taylor, is interested in becoming a non-voting member 
representing Ben Avon. She will ask her to attend the next Council meeting to introduce herself 
if she is available. 

 
 

OLD BUSINESS – there was no old business this month. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION - for contract review and personnel matters 
 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:02 p.m. to discuss contracts and personnel 
matters. 
 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by voice vote to return to 
regular session at 9:24 p.m.  

 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 

Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Mr. Opipery; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to adjourn the meeting at 9:24 p.m. 
 
 



Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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