
 
Council Meeting 

Minutes 
June 21, 2022 

 
 

The Borough of Ben Avon Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, June 21, 2022, 
virtually and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. President 
Richard Wagner presided and opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Richard Wagner, Russell Kuehner, Ken Opipery,  Kara Roggenkamp, 
Jim Thornton, Tavia Washington 
 
Council Members Absent: Jennifer Bett 
 
Others Present: Mayor Melanie Hughes-Holcomb, Solicitor Weston Pesillo, Ohio Township 
Police Chief Joe Hanny, Emsworth Fire Company Chief Jim Kohl, JPC Representatives 
Catherine Houska and Christen Cieslak 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - There was no public participation 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Holcomb reported she and Councilman Thornton meet with the Jaillet family with plans 
to install a marker in Avon Park as a memorial for Jake Jaillet. 
 
Mayor Holcomb issued a proclamation recognizing National Gun Violence Awareness month in 
June and attended two gun-violence awareness events – one of which recognized Jake Jaillet in 
their memorials of the past year. Councilman Thornton as well as several residents were in 
attendance. 
 
The mayor also reported she attended the Pittsburgh Pride event along with several residents. 
She wrote to our State Representatives re House Bill 606 to give municipal police the means to 
use radar devices. This legislation has been sitting in the House Appropriations Committee 
awaiting a third consideration for fourteen months per the PA State Mayor’s Association. 
 
 
Ohio Township Police Report – See Attachment “A” 



Chief Hanny reported nothing out of the ordinary this month. OTP held a DUI checkpoint 
recently which netted 4-5 arrests. 
 
Emsworth Volunteer Fire Company Report – See Attachment “B” 
Chief Kohl referenced the monthly report and he had nothing further to add. 
 
 
Solicitor’s Report – Executive Session requested to discuss litigation 
Mr. Pesillo reported a Resolution was drafted to facilitate the bank change and will be presented 
for vote this evening. 
 
 
Joint Planning Commission – See attachment “C” 
Ms. Cieslak discussed the ordinances that are in the process of being updated, and an additional 
review was requested. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
May 17, 2022, Council Meeting 

Motion: Ms. Washington; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2022, council meeting as presented. 

 
June 7, 2022, Work Session Meeting 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the minutes of the June 7, 2022, work session. 

 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Revenue & Expense Report 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Kuehner.; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve the financial statement for May.                   

 
Accounts Payable 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve Accounts Payable in the amount of $121,028.99.               

 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration Report  
Mayor Holcomb reported a meeting of the Administration Committee is scheduled for next 
week.  
 
Public Affairs & Communications – No report given 
 
 
Public Safety – See Attachment “D” 



Mr. Wagner reviewed the report submitted by Harshman CE Group. 
 
 
Public Works 
Mr. Opipery reported that Dale Regrut is still out on sick leave but keeping an eye on things 
remotely. Mr. Wagner mentioned the trash collected during the recent park clean-up project was 
bagged and placed at the main trash location. Waste Management was then notified for pick-up. 
 
 
Community of Governments - See Attachment “E” 
Ms. Washington reviewed the report submitted by the Executive Director, QV COG. 
 

Motion: Ms. Washington; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve Resolution 2022-07 Glass Recycling Support. 

 
 
Sustainability – No report given 
 
 
Special Projects 

Building Committee – Ms. Cieslak reported that the Borough has received approval by 
Allegheny County to move forward with the bid process for windows and roof. More 
detailed drawings are in process. No word on the elevator grant which may be tied to the 
new, unapproved PA budget. 
 
Avon Park – Mr. Wagner stated the Eagle Scout project in the park is complete. All the 
erosion control plastic was successfully removed, trails were cleared, two benches and 
bridge were repaired. A full report will be provided in July. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Resolution 2022-08 - Depository of Record 
 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mrs. Roggenkamp; Motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve Resolution 2022-08 and change the Borough depository to Dollar Bank. 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Verizon Cell Tower 
Mr. Wagner reported that representatives stated they were doing photo captures of the sites and 
developing mock-ups. No further information was available currently. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION - pending litigation 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:19 p.m. to discuss pending potential litigation. 
 



Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Kuehner; Motion Carried by voice vote to return to 
regular session at 8:44 p.m.  

 
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 
 

Motion: Mr. Opipery.; Second: Ms. Washington.; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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