
 
Council Meeting 

Minutes 
April 19, 2022 

 
 
 

The Borough of Ben Avon Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, April 19, 2022, 
virtually and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. President 
Richard Wagner presided and opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Richard Wagner, Jennifer Bett, Russell Kuehner, Ken Opipery,  Kara 
Roggenkamp,  Tavia Washington 
 
Council Members Absent: Jim Thornton 
 
Others Present: Mayor Melanie Hughes-Holcomb, Public Works  Solicitor Weston Pesillo, Ohio 
Township Police Chief Joe Hanny, Emsworth Fire Chief Jim Kohl, JPC Representatives 
Catherine Houska, and Borough Secretary Terrie Patsch 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - There was no public participation 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Hughes Holcomb stated that the latest full-color edition of the Borough newsletter was 
distributed and thanked all who contributed to this effort. 
 
The mayor reported the American Legion is once again organizing the Memorial Day Parade and 
it will be held on May 30. The parade will start in Emsworth, and continue to Church Avenue, 
down Forest and back to the ballfields. 
 
She reported talks continue concerning the speed check device and she will report as more 
information becomes available. 
 
 
Ohio Township Police Report – See Attachment “A” 
Chief Hanny reported 51 calls this month in the Borough, including two vehicle accidents. One 
accident shut down Ohio River Boulevard for a period.  
 



 
Emsworth Volunteer Fire Company Report – See Attachment “B” 
Chief Jim Kohl reported nothing of major concern.  
 
 
Northwest EMS – See Attachment “C” 
Mr. Wagner noted a quarterly report from Northwest EMS was submitted for the Council’s 
review.  
 
 
Solicitor’s Report  
Solicitor Pesillo requested an executive session to update council members on potential litigation 
items. Mr. Pesillo reported items addressed this month included: 

• Prepared and reviewed two resolutions 
• Prepared for the Zoning Hearing on April 20 
• Provided Mayor Holcomb with example ordinances for Food Trucks, Filming and 

Electric Charging stations 
• Reviewed building permits in the Borough to be discussed at the work session 

 
 
Joint Planning Commission – See attachment “D” 
Ms. Houska reported the Commission continues to work through the feedback provided by the 
Boroughs on the ordinance revisions. She said there remains some confusion as to what comes to 
the JPC for review. In the future, she would like to see all municipalities use the forms she 
provided. 
 
Ms. Houska also stated that more discussion was needed between representatives from the 
Boroughs and the different options provided by eCode. Scheduling a group meeting has proven 
difficult, so they are considering meeting with each Borough individually. 
 
Mr. Wagner noted that with the continuing work on the 65 Corridor project, the JPC will be 
brought in for their input on the impact those recommendations may have on the community. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
March 15, 2022, Council Meeting 

Motion: Ms. Bett; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve the minutes of the March 15, 2022, council meeting as presented. 

 
April 5, 2022, Work Session Meeting 

Motion: Ms. Bett; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to approve the minutes of the April 5, 2022, council work session. 

 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Revenue & Expense Report 



Mr. Opipery reported nothing of note in the financial report and revenue is on track. 
 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the financial statement for March.                   

 
Accounts Payable 
Mr. Opipery noted the quarterly payment of the Alcosan liability and the second quarter payment 
for ACORD park. He stated that the first payment to Emsworth for fire service was disbursed 
this month, with the second payment coming later in the year. 
 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve Accounts Payable in the amount of $77,279.05. 

 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration Report  
Mrs. Bett stated there was nothing new to report for Administration, and the monthly meeting is 
next Tuesday, April 26. 
 
 
Public Affairs & Communications.  
Mrs. Bett reported the newsletter is now available online for residents to view with links for 
services and information listed in the publication. 
 
 
Public Safety – See Attachment “E” 
Mr. Wagner reported that the complaint of property water damage from another resident has 
been remediated. He stated that there have been personnel changes at Harshman, and they are 
continuing to work through the transition and to improve communications. 
 
  
Public Works 
Mr. Opipery reported that the advertisements for bids for the major projects this summer were in 
The Citizen as required, and he will present the bid results to the council at the next voting 
meeting in May. He expressed concern to the Borough engineer about the effects of the increase 
in oil and gas prices on the projects that are planned but was assured it would have minimal 
effect.  
 
  
Community of Governments - See Attachment “F” 
Mr. Wagner stated there will be a meeting tomorrow, April 20. Two events that have been 
recently discussed and promoted are the Waste Management Recycling Tour on May 4, and the 
Hard to Recycle Event at Quaker Valley High School with PRC (Pennsylvania Resources 
Council) on July 23. More information and registration details will be forthcoming.  
 
 



 
Sustainability 
Ms. Roggenkamp stated the committee has not had a recent meeting; however, she had provided 
feedback to the company performing the energy review. Mr. Raabe, Pittsburgh Connect, 
provided information on a solar co-op with signups through July 31. He would like the Borough 
to sign on as a sponsor and promote information sessions for residents that may be interested. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Resolution 2022-05 – Sale of Pumper Truck 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to approve the sale of the pumper truck to Kennedy Township Volunteer Fire 
Company in the amount of $40,000.00. 
 

Resolution 2022-06 – Emergency Operations Plan 
Motion: Ms. Bett; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to adopt the Emergency Operations Plan as presented. 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Transfer of Funds 

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to transfer $500,000 from the General Fund to the Capital Reserve account to cover 
all planned Capital Reserve projects as recommended by the Finance Chair. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION - for pending potential litigation 
Motion: Ms. Bett.; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote 
to adjourn to Executive Session at 7:45 p.m. to discuss pending potential litigation. 
 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by voice vote to 
return to regular session at  8:19 p.m.  

 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 

Motion: Mr. Opipery.; Second: Ms., Washington.; Motion Carried by unanimous voice 
vote to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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