
 
Council Meeting 

Minutes 
August 17, 2021 

 
 
 

The Borough of Ben Avon  Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, August 17, 2021, 
virtually and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. President 
Jennifer Bett presided and opened the meeting at 7:01 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Jennifer Bett, Henry Casale, Megan Dolan, Ken Opipery, David 
Stoeckle,  
 
Council Members Absent:  Kara Roggenkamp, Richard Wagner 
 
Others Present:  Mayor Melanie Holcomb, Solicitor Anne Sweeney, Ohio Township Police Chief 
Hanny, Intern Jaclyn Karolski, Joint Planning Commission Representative Mary Smith, BA 
Assistant Fire Chief Jim Rupert, and Borough Secretary Terrie Patsch 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
There was no public participation. 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Joint Planning Commission – See attachment “A” 
Ms. Smith responded to recent inquiries concerning the Borough using goats on Borough 
property as a means to control vegetation growth on hillsides. She stated that the JPC does not 
regulate public land use for animals. In addition, the existing Ben Avon ordinance for domestic 
animals would fall to the Borough for enforcement, permits, and fines and not the JPC. Borough 
Council also asked the JPC to review the Shadetree Ordinance, and the installation of electric 
charging stations.  
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Hughes-Holcomb gave an interview to Public Source concerning the recent tire fires on 
Neville Island. She continues to work with the Avon Club on their Fall Festival planning 
including the requested road closure of Church Avenue from Dalzell to Dickson. 
 
In addition, Mayor Holcomb met with the Borough intern to finalize the first edition of the 
newsletter prior to publication. 



 
Ohio Township Police Report – See Attachment “B” 
Chief Hanny reports a quiet month in the Borough with 46 calls in July. He stated the third round 
of I79 closures will happen around the third week of September. Mr. Casale asked if the Chief 
noticed a reduction in calls with complaints of the Airbnb on Dalzell Avenue as it is no longer 
hosting, to which the Chief replied affirmative. 
 
 
Ben Avon Fire Company Report – See Attachment “C” 
Assistant Chief Rupert stated there was no further report outside of those submitted. 
 
 
Solicitor’s Report 
Solicitor Anne Sweeney requested an Executive Session to discuss contract matters and potential 
litigation. Mayor Hughes-Holcomb asked if Ms. Sweeney had the opportunity to review the 
Food Truck ordinance. She stated that she had a couple of comments for the Mayor and would 
respond this week.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Council Meeting 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
approve the minutes of the July 20, 2021, Council meeting as presented. 
 
Council Work Session Meeting 
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Mr. Opipery; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
approve the minutes of the August 3, 2021, Council work session meeting. 
 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Revenue & Expense Report 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
approve the Revenue & Expense report as presented for the month of July.                
 
Accounts Payable 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
approve Accounts Payable in the amount of $28,021.78.                             .  
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration Report/Public Affairs & Communication 
Mrs. Bett reported that a PDF draft of the newsletter was sent out to Council members prior to it 
going to press.  
 



Council President Bett on behalf of Borough Council expressed her gratitude and best wishes to 
Ms. Karolski, as she completes her internship this Friday and returns for her final semester at the 
University of Pittsburgh. 
 
Public Safety & Code Enforcement – See Attachment “D” 
Mr. Stoeckle reported nothing notable for the month of July. Mr. Casale inquired as to the status 
of the failing wall on Forest Avenue. Ms. Sweeney reported she is working with Verizon on a 
solution. 
 
 
Public Works 
Mr. Opipery reminded Council and residents that in the event of severe storms, any tree limbs 
blocking the roads should be reported to 911, and not posted on social media. Once the tree is 
safely off power lines or the streets, the property owner is responsible for disposal for the debris. 
He stated that if a limb is on the power line, it is important to notify 911 services of that fact. 
 
Mr. Opipery referred to the earlier discussion on the failing wall/phone pole on Forest Avenue. 
He stated that many poles in the Borough are scheduled to be replaced. 
 
Public Works crews continue to try to locate the sanitary sewer leak on lower Forest. Mr. 
Opipery stated that a large section of pipe was replaced, and although this repair was necessary, 
did not correct the problem. There will need to be additional repairs made to rectify the multi-
municipal problem.  
 
Mr. Opipery reported a list of items to be completed prior to the transfer of lines to Alcosan are 
moving along. Ben Avon Heights will assist with the expense of the repairs and inspection. 
 
 
Quaker Valley COG – See Attachment  “E” 
 
 
Centennial Building Committee – No report was given  
 
 
Climate Action Plan – No report was given 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mrs. Bett noted that remnants of Tropical Storm Fred should be to Western PA by tomorrow and 
could cause some issues with flooding. 
 
Mrs. Bett also stated that during the Avon Club Fall Festival, the Borough Council will staff a 
table and offer a trivia game. She hopes to have the tables staffed in shifts by those that are 
available. 
 
 



 
OLD BUSINESS – There was no old business 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion: Mr. Casale ; Second: Mr. Opipery ; Motion Carried to adjourn the meeting to 
Executive Session at 7:48 p.m. 
 
 
ADJOURN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion: Mr. Opipery ; Second: Mr. Stoeckle ; Motion Carried to adjourn the Executive 
Session and return to the regular Council meeting at 8:19 p.m. 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Northwest EMS 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to 
approve the lease with Northwest EMS pending the inclusion of the square footage for a three-
year term with a three-year renewal option. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
adjourn the meeting  at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Terrie Patsch 
Borough Secretary 
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