
 

 

BEN AVON BOROUGH 
Council Meeting 

Minutes 
May 18, 2021 

 
 
 

The Borough of Ben Avon  Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, May 18, 2021, 
virtually and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. President 
Jennifer Bett presided and opened the meeting at 7:01 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
  
 
ROLL CALL  
Council Members Present:  
Jennifer Bett  
Megan Dolan  
Henry Casale  
Ken Opipery  
Kara Roggenkamp 
David Stoeckle (8:00 p.m.) 
Richard Wagner 
 
Others Present: 
Solicitor Anne Sweeney 
Chief Joe Hanny, Ohio Township Police 
Assistant Chief Jim Rupert, Ben Avon Volunteer Fire Company 
Catherine Houska, Joint Planning Commission 
Terrie Patsch, Borough Secretary 
Stephanie Conley, Administrative Assistant - Government Relations, Alcosan 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – There was no public participation 
 
 
BOROUGH REPORTS 
Mayor’s Report – there was no Mayor’s Report 
 
 
Police Report – See Attachment A 
Chief Hanny reported 56 calls in the month of April. He stated nothing out of the ordinary, and the 
investigation into the car chase episode last month continues. 
 
 
Fire Department – No report submitted, in violation of previous agreement 
 
 



 

 

 
Solicitor’s Report 
Solicitor Sweeney submitted the draft EMS lease for Council’s review prior to today’s meeting. 
She also noted that she spoke with Councilman Wagner concerning documentation of  fundraising 
efforts for the Building Centennial Fund. 
 
 
Joint Planning Commission 
Ms. Houska noted the approved minutes for March should have been distributed to Council prior 
to tonight’s meeting. Of note, the Popeye’s in Bellevue submitted their development plan, Bellevue 
appointed two new members to the Commission and they were approved, Avalon offered their 
engineer and solicitor for this year, and the Starbuck’s in Avalon was approved.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Mr. Opipery; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to approve 
the minutes from the April 20, 2021, Council Meeting. 
 
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Ms. Dolan; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to approve 
the minutes from the May 4, 2021 Council Work Session.  
 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Revenue and Expense Report 
Mr. Opipery noted on the report as there were no large expenditures last fiscal year due to the 
pandemic, a large sum of the account has been earmarked for road and sewer repair this year. The 
Borough Secretary was directed to transfer $400,000 from Checking to Capital Reserve to cover 
those expenses. Council approved $300,000 to repave and for sewer work and $50,000 for storm 
sewer repair. What does not get used this fiscal year will apply to next year’s plans and keep the 
Borough from incurring debt.  
 
Mr. Opipery reminded those present that there is a balance in Capital Reserve currently, which 
was earmarked to cover outstanding liability payments to contractors from the past two years who 
have repairs to complete. In addition, he noted the expense of $77,500 to replace the backhoe for 
Public Works and stated that the borough is on track with revenue.  Mr. Opipery also reported an 
increase in salt deliveries, and a slight increase in Public Works expenses with the hiring of the 
new laborer. He reminded those participants that contrary to some reports, there is not a surplus of 
$800,000 in the Borough accounts. 
 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to approve 
the financial reports as presented in the Statement of Revenue and Expense for the month of April, 
2021. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Accounts Payable Report 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Wagner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to approve 
the bills presented in the Accounts Payable report in the amount of $41,243.60 for the month of 
April, 2021. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration Committee 
Mrs. Roggenkamp reported the Local Government Academy grant to help fund a summer intern 
in the Borough was approved, and the Jaclyn Karolski will begin her internship on June 1 
continuing through August 20. She is scheduled to assist with the Centennial Building Program 
and the Climate Action Plan. 
 
Motion: Mrs. Roggenkamp; Second: Mr. Wagner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to 
approve the internship as presented. 
 
 
Public Affairs/Communication Committee 
Mrs. Bett reported there have been 126 reported cases of COVID-19 in the Borough with 1 
reported death. As the Governor announced leaving the mask mandate in place until the state 
reaches 70% vaccination rate, all Borough buildings will continue to require visitors to wear masks 
when entering the buildings. 
 
 
Public Safety/Code Enforcement Committee – See Attachment B 
 
 
Public Works Committee – No report given 
 
 
QV COG 
Mr. Wagner reported the COG’s new director has been hired and is in transition to the position. 
The delegates will not meet this month, and information has been disseminated to the 
municipalities on the glass recycling program.    
 
 
Centennial Building Committee 
Mr. Wagner reported there was no committee meeting this month, and several estimates were 
submitted for asbestos evaluation utilizing the Avon Club Grant money. He reports that 
community interest in the building renovation is strong. 
 
 
Climate Action Plan 
Ms. Roggenkamp reported the Climate Action Plan  committee met early in May and they are 
working on finalizing the report. Ms. Roggenkamp offered to present the finished report at an 
upcoming Council work session. 



 

 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS – there was no new business this month 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS – there was no old business this month 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Ms. Dolan; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to adjourn 
to Executive Session to discuss a contract matter at 7:24 p.m. 
 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Wagner; Motion Carried by voice vote to resume regular 
voting session at 8:09 p.m. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Terrie Patsch  
Borough Secretary 
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