Council Meeting
Minutes
March 15, 2022

The Borough of Ben Avon Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, March 15, 2022,
virtually and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. President
Richard Wagner presided and opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Richard Wagner, Jennifer Bett, Russell Kuehner, Kara Roggenkamp,
Jim Thornton, Tavia Washington
Council Members Absent: Ken Opipery
Others Present: Mayor Melanie Hughes-Holcomb, Public Works Foreman Dale Regrut, Solicitor
Daniel Conlon, Ohio Township Police Chief Joe Hanny, Emsworth Fire Chief Jim Kohl, JPC
Representatives Christen Cieslak and Mary Smith, and Borough Secretary Terrie Patsch

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - There was no public participation

BOROUGH REPORTS
Ohio Township Police Report – See Attachment “A”
Chief Hanny reported 68 calls. There were several accidents including one driver under the
influence, and there were traffic violations issued. Mr. Thornton followed with a question about
last month’s discussion on controlling the speed on the Borough streets. Chief Hanny stated once
they know which streets council would like to address, arrangements can be made to monitor
those areas.
Emsworth Volunteer Fire Company Report – See Attachment “B”
Chief Jim Kohl reported 29 calls last month, with 4 in Ben Avon. There have been no difficulties
to report. Ms. Roggenkamp thanked Chief Kohl for the information he submitted for the
newsletter.
Mayor’s Report
Mayor Hughes-Holcomb reported that she was working with Avon Club on the Spring
fundraiser. She also reported the next edition of the Borough Bulletin is in the final stages of

production. In addition, Mayor Holcomb received several letters of support from legislators for
the Building Project grant applications.
Solicitor’s Report
Solicitor Conlon requested an executive session to update council members on potential
litigation items.
Joint Planning Commission – See attachment “C”
Ms. Smith reported receiving Council’s comments as requested on the ordinance revisions, and
the Commission will forward the latest draft for final input from the boroughs. Ms. Cieslak
stated the next steps would include advertising and a public hearing, then the final copy will be
voted on by all boroughs. She also noted that the annual report for 2021 was sent out along with
the JPC minutes this month. Ms. Cieslak stated several goals for 2022, including a draft 5G
tower ordinance, a bicycle parking ordinance and the Commission would like to review
ordinances addressing renewable energy and tiny homes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
February 15, 2022, Council Meeting
Motion: Mr. Thornton ; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice
vote to approve the minutes of the February 15, 2022, council meeting as presented.
March 1, 2022, Work Session Meeting
Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice
vote to approve the minutes of the March 1, 2022, council work session.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
Mr. Kuehner noted the payment of the 2021 road contract from the Capital Expense account and
shared that revenue was up slightly most likely due to 2021 earned income tax payments made
early in 2022.
Revenue & Expense Report
Motion: Mr. Kuehner; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice
vote to approve the financial statement for February.

In addition, Mr. Kuehner noted $4887.50 paid to Gateway Engineers for assistance on MS4 and
the 2nd quarter payment to Ohio Township Police in the amount of $71,486.50.
Accounts Payable
Motion: Mr. Kuehner; Second: Ms. Washington. Motion Carried by unanimous voice
vote to approve Accounts Payable in the amount of $115,983.76.
.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Administration Report
Ms. Bett stated she would like to discontinue the required mask wearing in the Borough
buildings to fall in line with the current County guidelines.
Ms. Bett also stated she is following the status of the lock changes at the Borough Hall to be
complete when Mr. Regrut is available.
Public Affairs & Communications.
Ms. Bett gave kudos to Ms. Roggenkamp for her efforts to get the next edition of the newsletter
ready for print. Ms. Roggenkamp stated that they are in the final revisions and the newsletter is
on track for the end of month distribution. She will distribute the draft for a quick review by
council members and asks them to respond quickly.
Public Safety – See Attachment “D”
Mr. Thornton reached out to the Northwest EMS regional coordinator. He and Mr. Wagner met
with him to discuss their service to the community. He said the meeting was informative and
they expressed gratitude on behalf of the Council for Northwest’s efforts. Northwest provided
statistics for the newsletter going out in the next few weeks.
Mr. Wagner referenced the current code enforcement report following a complaint about water
discharge on a property. He also noted the recently scheduled zoning hearing has been postponed
with a continuance until next month. He said the committee continues to work closely with
Harshman to improve communications with the Borough.
Public Works
Ms. Roggenkamp stated there has not been a recent committee meeting, however there were
several items of note:
• She thanked the Public Works crew for keeping the roads safe over this past winter.
• The upper portion of a wall on Brighton Road is scheduled to be repaired this summer.
• There will be a road paving project this summer, the roads scheduled for repair pending
the outcome of the Brighton Road repair expense:
o Walnut
o Virginia
o Belle Riviere
o Forest
o Laurel
o Maple

Community of Governments - See Attachment “E”
Ms. Washington stated that the new glass recycling location opened this past weekend at
Riverfront Park in Sewickley. She also reported that the COG was looking for participants for
the Rt. 65 Corridor Committee. They are asking for both residents and businesses to volunteer to
serve on this committee. Ms. Washington’s inquiry on recent salt contract issues was referred to
SHACOG.

Sustainability
Mr. Thornton and Ms. Roggenkamp met with Eric Raabe from Connect, a nonpartisan initiative
that convenes neighboring municipalities that share borders, challenges, and opportunities in
Allegheny County, to talk about what they and others are doing in the region. He stated that
Connect serves as more of a consultant and not as a governing body. Mr. Robb encouraged the
Borough to join the organization.

Special Projects
Centennial Building Committee
Mr. Wagner stated there are currently three grants in various stages of development at this time.
One grant already awarded would provide upgrades to the Borough Building. In addition,
another grant recently applied for would enable handicapped accessibility to the second floor of
the building.

NEW BUSINESS
Wall Repair Brighton Road
Mr. Regrut asked the council to consider the recent estimate from Gateway Engineers for the
repair of the wall on Brighton Road.
Motion: Ms. Roggenkamp; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried to authorize
Gateway Engineers to begin design work on the wall repair on Brighton Road by the end
of March 2022.
Motion: Ms. Washington; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous
voice vote to advertise for bidding if the design work is complete prior to the next council
meeting.
Mr. Regrut asked the council to authorize his getting quotes for CCTV work on the sewers that
will be affected with the proposed 2022 road project. As the expense will fall under the
threshold, there was no motion required, and Council agreed.

OLD BUSINESS – there was no old business

EXECUTIVE SESSION - for pending potential litigation
Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Washington; Motion Carried by unanimous voice
vote to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:11 p.m. to discuss pending potential litigation.
Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp Motion Carried by voice vote to
return to regular session at 9:43 p.m.

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS
Approval to file complaint
Motion: Mr. Thornton; Second: Ms. Roggenkamp; Motion Carried by unanimous voice
vote to authorize the Solicitor to file a complaint in Allegheny County Common Pleas
Court against the Ben Avon Volunteer Fire Company to return $83,000 taxpayer money
held in a reserve account to the Borough as stipulated in the original service agreement
signed in 2010.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Motion: Ms. Washington; Second: Mr. Thornton; Motion Carried by unanimous voice
vote to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Terrie Patsch
Borough Secretary
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