SPRING 2022

BEN AVON BULLETIN

A Message from the Mayor
Walking through the Borough in this spring weather I saw so many folks out
enjoying the day and the neighborhood. There was a sense of lightness about
many of them. I hope that is true for many of you as well. Though the weight
of this pandemic time may never completely leave us, the County reports that
361 of our Ben Avon residents have come through a Covid diagnosis with only
8 hospitalized and most thankfully zero deaths. I am grateful for that and for
this spring season that brings joy and a sense of renewal.
As you will see in this newsletter, your Council has stayed hard at work. Our
primary focus is on the safety of residents and good stewardship of the
Borough and your tax dollars. You will see that reflected in this newsletter.
Much like you feel about your home, we want the Borough to be a pleasant,
safe, and well-maintained place to come home to. This spring and summer
many of you will be taking on projects and so will the Borough. There is
information here on all of that.
What you can’t always see on the page are the many hours, late nights and
hard work that these volunteers have given to their Borough. Not for the
sake of any glory, but simply because they love their home, care about their
neighbors and want this Borough to move into the future prepared to meet
the next challenges. They are forward thinkers and realistic planners who
manage valuable resources in their ‘day jobs’ and bring that experience and
wisdom home to Ben Avon. They give their time for free to keep the Borough
strong, because they know the cost of not doing so is too high. I am honored
to serve as Mayor with this excellent group of people and grateful for all of
you, friends and neighbors, who call Ben Avon home. Here’s to a beautiful
spring!

- Mayor Melanie Holcomb
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2021 YEAR IN REVIEW
The Ben Avon Borough Council, staff and partners are proud of our accomplishments in 2021. We continue to identify
and implement programs, policies, and procedures to maintain and improve the community in which we live. We look
forward to continuing to move the Borough in a positive direction in 2022.
Public Works: 2021 was another busy year for Ben Avon
Public Works. The Borough repaved Dalzell Avenue,
McCurdy Place, Breading Avenue, Forest Avenue, Irwin
Avenue and Berringer Place. The Borough completed
sewer inspections and repairs. The Ben Avon street
sweeping program collected 5 tons of debris from our
streets this year, keeping our storm drains clear and
reducing pollution to the Ohio River.
Public Safety: Ben Avon reached a 5-year agreement
with the Ohio Township Police Department to provide
police services to the Borough. Ben Avon also entered
into a 5-year agreement with the Emsworth Volunteer
Fire Company. For more information refer to the Public
Safety insert in this issue.
Waste and Recycling: In cooperation with the municipal
members of the QVCOG, Ben Avon reached a new 5-year
agreement for solid waste and recycling collection
with Waste Management. In partnership with the
Pennsylvania Resources Council, QVCOG, Owens Illinois,
Inc. and CAP Glass, Ben Avon was able to participate in 7
pop up glass recycling events, resulting in over 20 tons
of glass being collected and diverted from the landfill.
We are working with the QVCOG membership on a
permanent glass recycling solution for 2022.
Community Outreach: The Borough released the first
edition of the Ben Avon Borough Newsletter in Fall 2021.
For the first time, Council sponsored a booth at the Ben
Avon Fall Festival to provide information to residents on
our programs and answer questions.

Centennial Building Project:
The Centennial Building Project
launched in 2021 with the goal of
ensuring the viability of the Ben
Avon Municipal Building for the next
100 years. In 2021 the Centennial
Committee completed an initial
building inspection, applied for development grants and
partnered with Rothschild Doyno Collaborative on initial
project designs. In January 2022, the Borough was
awarded a $200,000 state grant for improvements
to energy efficiency, thermal comfort, safety and
accessibility to enhance the functionality of the
Borough Hall.
Climate Action Plan: As part of a free program offered
by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Ben Avon
Borough developed and officially adopted our Climate
Action Plan. Using free technical assistance from PA
DEP, the Borough is currently working with Wilson
Engineering Services on an energy audit of our buildings,
as well as the Ben Avon Community Presbyterian Church.
Composting: Partnering with Zero Waste Wrangler,
Ben Avon Borough is providing residents with the
opportunity to participate in weekly collection of
food scraps and compostable items. To sign-up for the
program visit: zerowastewrangler.com/ba-compost
Summer Intern: Council applied for and received
internship funding through the Local Government
Academy. Our intern, Jaclyn Karolski, assisted with
several Borough projects in 2021.

2022 Budget

Public Works Program 2022

The Borough maintains a commitment to sound
financial management with balanced revenues and
expenses. The 2022 Budget was publicly advertised
in Nov 2021 and adopted by Council in Dec 2021.
Ben Avon remains debt-free and able to fund capital
projects such as road and sewer repairs without having
to borrow money. In fact, property tax rates were
slightly reduced in 2022 without cutting expenses. The
2022 Budget is posted on the Borough website.

The Borough resurfaces some streets each year in order to
keep our roads in good shape and maintains other public
infrastructure such as the storm and sanitary sewers,
Borough properties, and Avon Park.
Road repaving will occur in late summer/fall of 2022. The
list of road projects will be posted on Ben Avon’s website
this summer and affected residents will also be notified in
advance by mail.
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SPRING 2022 PUBLIC SAFETY UPDATE
A Message from the Emsworth
Volunteer Fire Company:

Fire Safety Tips

The Emsworth Volunteer Fire Company is excited to
provide service to the residents of Ben Avon, along with
Emsworth Borough, Kilbuck Township, and Glenfield
Borough. Emsworth VFC carries the classification by the
ISO of a Class 4. We provide fire and rescue services 24
hours a day with 100 percent volunteer personnel. Recent
statistics show from time of dispatch to on scene in all of
these municipalities is just under 5 minutes.

•

Our membership consists of twenty-six active firefighters,
and eight junior firefighters from the ages 14 to 17. The
average years of service of all members is 16 years of active
service. Our members have attended accredited training
courses, and always continue training throughout the
year.
Hopefully moving into post pandemic times, we are
looking forward to meeting the residents of Ben Avon
soon at community events. We encourage residents to
follow us on Facebook Emsworth VFC to see fire safety
and current events including incidents, road closures, and
our monthly call statistics.
Soon you will receive a mailer with our annual fund
drive. It is our largest fundraiser throughout the year. We
would appreciate your donations that go towards our
operational costs. We also do a variety of raffles on our
Facebook fundraising page.
Lastly, but the most important we are always looking for
volunteers to assist the communities we protect. You do
not have to just fight fires. We have an array of jobs within
our organization for which you can assist.
Our motto is “A Tradition of Progress”. We are 117 years
strong, and looking toward the future.

Smoke Alarms:
•
•
•

Replace batteries twice a year, unless you are using 10year lithium batteries.
Install smoke alarms on all floors and test monthly.
Replace the entire smoke alarm unit every 10 years or
according to manufacturer’s instructions.
Never disable a smoke alarm while cooking.

Home Fire Escape Plan:
•
•
•
•
•

Practice the fire escape plan twice each year.
Find two ways to get out of each room in case the main
way is blocked by fire or smoke.
Make sure that windows are not stuck, screens can be
taken out quickly and that security bars can be opened.
Practice feeling your way out of the house in the dark or
with your eyes closed.
Teach children not to hide from firefighters.

More Tips:
•
•
•

Sleep with your bedroom door closed.
Don’t leave the kitchen while cooking. Keep a fire
extinguisher in your kitchen.
Give space heaters 3 feet of space from anything that
can burn and turn off when sleeping or leaving the
room.

Be Considerate with Recreational Fires
Wood smoke contains air toxics and contributes to fine
particulate air pollution. It can aggravate asthma and other
health concerns. The Allegheny County Health Department
encourages everyone to utilize best burning practices to
minimize smoke production from fires, but also asks you to
remember that the safest fire for everyone is no fire at all.
Per Allegheny County Ordinance §2105.50 OPEN BURNING:
• No material other than clean wood, propane, or natural
gas may be burned except for commercially available fire
logs, paraffin logs, or wood pellets, paper or commercial
smokeless fire starters, and charcoal for food preparation.
• Fires may be no larger than 3’ wide by 3’ long by 2’ high.
• Fires must be at least 15’ from the nearest neighbor’s
dwelling or inhabited area including the property line,
roadway, sidewalk, or other public access area.
• All wood burning activities are prohibited on Air Quality
Action days (except for the commercial preparation of
food).
Smoky fire? Nuisance burning? Call ACHD’s 24-Hour
Complaint Line at 412-687-2243 or submit a complaint online
using ACHD’s Air Quality Complaint Form.
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SPRING 2022 PUBLIC SAFETY UPDATE
Updates from Police Chief Joe Hanny:

Traveling this Summer?

Beginning in February 2022, Ohio
Township Police Officers began wearing
body worn cameras, or “BWC” which
will allow officers to capture encounters
with the public. The program was
funded through the assistance of a law
enforcement grant, for twenty body worn
cameras, charging stations, and proven cloud-based data
storage.

Here are a few tips for keeping the neighborhood
safe:

In the months preceding the deployment of the cameras,
the Ohio Township Police developed, implemented, and
vetted new policies and procedures for the use of BWCs
in a department-wide training program. While there have
been numerous studies relating to the use of BWCs by law
enforcement, and differing opinions on their effectiveness,
there is no doubt in our opinion the video they capture
provides greater transparency into policing, thereby providing
another level of accountability to the residents of Ben Avon,
and all the communities we serve.

•

If you are able, notify a neighbor to keep an eye on
your house when you go on vacation.

•

Leave a light on a timer and keep outdoor lighting on.

•

Always secure windows, doors and vehicles.

•

At any point, if you have an incident to report, see
suspicious activity, or simply have a question or
concern, call the Ohio Township Police, (412) 2598304 – non emergency or 911 for emergencies.

•

Social media is not the best way to ensure public
safety. You are encouraged to remember if you “See
something, say something” and notify police.

•

Let the OT Police know you are going out of town and
they will do random checks of your residence during
that time. OT police patrol Ben Avon 24/7 on a very
thorough schedule.

Policing works when communities trust their police; trust
comes from being transparent in everything we do and being
held accountable when mistakes are made. To that end, The
Ohio Township Police believe The BWC program is not about
technology or “big brother” watching, but about building and
keeping the community’s trust.
When Ohio Township Police and the communities they serve
work together, in cooperation and collaboration, positive
outcomes happen. The BWC camera program will be there to
document the improvements we make, learn from mistakes,
and working together, help keep all our communities a great
place to live, work, and play.

NorthWest EMS
NorthWest EMS has served Ben Avon since 2002. Our team
includes 100 EMTs, AEMTs, Paramedics, PHRNs and support
staff; along with our fleet of ten Advanced Life Support
ambulances, two Advanced Life Support response vehicles
and other specialty resource vehicles. EMS District Chiefs and
in-house dispatchers are on duty 24 hours a day 365 days a
year.
Station 192, located at 7219 Church Avenue, serves the
residents of Avalon, Ben Avon, Ben Avon Heights, and Kilbuck.
NorthWest EMS is a subsidiary of Heritage Valley Health
System and is dispatched though Allegheny County 911.
For emergency EMS services, please dial 9-1-1.

Memorial Day Observances
Our local Avonworth American Legion Post #866 hopes
to once again have a Memorial Day parade and service
on Monday, May 30th. The parade would begin in
Emsworth at 10:00 am and follow Church Ave. into Ben
Avon, turn on Forest and then on Brighton as it makes
its way down to Memorial Drive and the Lance Corporal
Patrick B. Kenny Memorial Field for an 11:00 am service
of remembrance and recognition. All are welcome and
veterans are encouraged to contact the Legion post
to participate. Stay tuned to our Facebook page and
website for confirmation of this important event!

4

SPRING 2022 UPDATES
Avon Park Survey

Go Green this Spring!

Your input is requested as
the Borough evaluates Avon
Park access and improvement
opportunities. The park
features nature trails, a playground, a pavilion, and tennis
and basketball courts. We are currently exploring various
ways to improve the park so that it can continue to serve
our community in the years ahead.

Switch to Clean Electricity

Visit papowerswitch.com and select “renewable energy” to
source your electricity from wind and solar. The company who
delivers your electricity (Duquesne Light) will stay the same.
They will still maintain the power lines, address outages, and
will send you your monthly electric bill.

Get a Home Energy Assessment

Visit benavon.com to take a survey about the park and give
your opinion on future improvements.

Duquesne Light is offering home energy audits for $375 (free to
low income households). Every audit includes suggestions for
reducing your home’s energy use, installation of LED bulbs and
smart power strips, and eligibility for up to $250 in rebates. Call
1-888-998-9478 to schedule an appointment.

Pets in the Borough

Recycle
• Collection of recyclables by Waste Management is now

We love our pets! For the safety of your pet
and others, make sure dogs and cats are
always on a leash when not on your fenced
property, per Ordinance §2-104 Control of
Permitted Domestic Animals. Always pick
up your pet’s waste, make sure they have
their shots, and that dogs are properly
licensed.

every Wednesday!

• Glass Recycling: Beginning March 12th and for 3 months,

recycle glass at Sewickley Borough’s Riverfront Park (300
Chadwick St, Sewickley, PA 15143) free of charge through a
program with the QVCOG.

Join the Allegheny County Solar Co-Op

Get a group rate on quality solar installations. There is no cost to
join and no obligation to install. The deadline to join is July 31,
2022. Learn more at www.solarunitedneighbors.org/allegheny.

Planning Summer Construction?
Don’t Forget A Permit!

Take Advantage of Electric Vehicle Incentives
• Federal tax credit: up to $7,500 - https://fueleconomy.gov/
feg/taxevb.shtml

Typical projects that require a zoning permit and/or building permit
include decks, pools, fences, and accessory structures. Paving projects
may need a stormwater management plan. It’s a good idea to check
with the Borough Secretary if you are planning a project. Call (412)
766-7704 or email benavon@benavon.com. Forms for zoning permit
applications, dye tests*, and rental inspections**, can be found in the
Forms Commonly Requested section of benavon.com.
*Dye tests are needed when selling a home.

**Rental properties need to be inspected every three years.

Reserve the
Avon Park
Pavilion
Email benavon@
benavon.com or call
(412) 766-7704 for
more information.

• State rebate: up to $1,750 - https://bit.ly/3JoIqQ4
• Duquesne Light rebate: $50 per vehicle - https://
ev.duquesnelight.com/incentives/

Be Stormwater Smart
Rainwater runoff from our driveways, lawns, and roads goes
directly to the Ohio River, the source of drinking water for
many communities. Do your part to keep our rivers and
streams clean:

 Dispose of pet waste in your garbage. Storm water runoff

can carry waste and bacteria from the land into the storm
system and streams.

 Properly dispose of used oil, cleaning supplies, concrete
washout, and paint. Never pour them in the street or
down the storm drains.

 Minimize use of lawn chemicals and fertilizers especially
right before a rain.

 Reduce paved surfaces and replace lawns with landscaping
and plants that help absorb rainwater before it runs off.
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BEN AVON BULLETIN
SIX WAYS TO STAY INFORMED

Upcoming Events

•
•
•
•

April 2, 16, 30 ..........................................Bookmobile
April 19 ......................................................Ben Avon Council Meeting
April 25 ......................................................Joint Planning Commission Meeting
May 4 ..........................................................QVCOG Tour of WM Recycling Plant
May 14, 28 ................................................Bookmobile
May 17 .......................................................Pennsylvania Primary Election Day
May 17 .......................................................Ben Avon Council Meeting
May 23 .......................................................Joint Planning Commission Meeting
May 30 .......................................................Memorial Day Activities (schedule TBD)
June 3.........................................................Avonworth Last Day of School (Gr 1-12)
June 11,25 ................................................Bookmobile
June 21 ......................................................Ben Avon Council Meeting
June 27 ......................................................Joint Planning Commission Meeting
July 2...........................................................North Boroughs Community Day
July 9,23 ....................................................Bookmobile
July 19 ........................................................Ben Avon Council Meeting
July 25 ........................................................Joint Planning Commission Meeting
August 6,20 .............................................Bookmobile
August 16 .................................................Ben Avon Council Meeting
August 22 .................................................Joint Planning Commission Meeting
August 24 .................................................Avonworth First Day of School (Gr 1-12)

•
•

Visit www.benavon.com.
Sign up for the Saavy Citizen app.
Follow Ben Avon Borough on Facebook.
Contact the Borough Secretary,
benavon@benavon.com or (412) 7667704.
Check out the bulletin board outside of
the Borough Hall.
Attend a Borough Council meeting,
virtually or in person, held on the third
Tuesday of every month at 7pm.

Contact Info:
Ben Avon Borough Office
Hours: 8am-4pm Mon-Thurs (except holidays)
Address: 7101 Church Ave., Ben Avon, PA 15202
benavon@benavon.com
(412) 766-7704
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