Ben Avon Borough
Council Meeting
Minutes
June 15, 2021

The Borough of Ben Avon Council met in a regular voting session on Tuesday, June 15, 2021,
virtually and at 7101 Church Avenue for the purpose of transacting General Business. President
Jennifer Bett presided and opened the meeting at 7:01 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Jennifer Bett, Henry Casale, Ken Opipery, Kara Roggenkamp, David
Stoeckle, Rick Wagner
Council Members Absent: Megan Dolan
Others Present: Mayor Melanie Hughes-Holcomb, Solicitor Anne Sweeney, Ohio Township
Police Chief Joe Hanny, Joint Planning Commission Representative Christen Cieslak, Intern
Jaclyn Karolski, Borough Secretary Terrie Patsch

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Tim Stokes, 234 Alder Drive
Mr. Stokes attended to voice his concern with feral cats roaming on his property and causing
damage. His complaint and concerns will be forwarded to the Code Enforcement Officer, and
Mr. Stokes will provide pictures to the Borough Office.

INTERN INTRODUCTION
Jaclyn Karolski, a student at the University of Pittsburgh, introduced herself to Council and
shared some of the progress she has made on several projects she was assigned. Jaclyn was
placed through Local Government Academy’s summer intern program and will be working in
the Borough until mid-August.

BOROUGH REPORTS
Mayor’s Report
Mayor Hughes-Holcomb reported the new intern, Jaclyn Karolski, has taken on projects quickly
and is working with her on a proposed Food Truck Ordinance. In addition, Jaclyn is working
with Mrs. Roggenkamp on the Climate Action Plan and researching fundraising options for the
Building Centennial Project with Mr. Wagner. She stated that Ms. Karolski is in the office
Monday through Thursday, and Friday remotely from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Police Report - See Attachment A
Chief Hanny reported 64 calls in the month of May, including calls of suspicious circumstances
that were resolved without issue. Chief Hanny reminds residents to always report any suspicious
activity in the Borough. He stated that car break-ins continue and reminded residents again to
keep their valuables out of their car and the vehicle locked.
Chief Hanny also reminded residents that fireworks are prohibited in the Borough, and Ohio
Township Police will post frequently asked questions about fireworks safety as the 4th
approaches.

Fire Department Report – See attachment B
There was no representative from the Fire Department at this meeting.

Solicitor
Solicitor Sweeney reported the lease for Northwest EMS was submitted to them, and she is
awaiting their response. The current lease expires on June 30, 2021.
Solicitor Sweeney shared the following update on the Fire Department request:
At a previous meeting council submitted a lease agreement and service agreement to the Fire
Department memorializing the current understanding of the parties and the current
understanding of the obligations of each party. The Fire Department did not sign either
agreement. She has been attempting to schedule a meeting with them and has had multiple
meetings cancelled by the Fire Department representatives. She is trying to again schedule a
meeting for next week to discuss the situation with them. She will update council further if that
happens. As of now, no agreements have been signed and no meeting set.

Joint Planning Commission – See Attachment C
Chris Cieslak stated the most recent minutes from the JPC meeting were submitted for Council
review. She reported on developing events in Avalon and Bellevue, and stated Bellevue added
two new representatives to fill vacancies on the Commission. Currently all nine Planning
Commission posts are filled.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
May 18, 2021 Council Meeting
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Mr. Wagner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to
approve the minutes of the May 18, 2021, Council Meeting as presented.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
Statement of Revenue & Expense
Mr. Opipery noted the Capital Reserve transfer in the amount of $400,000 made last month from
Capital Reserve to the General Fund will allow for upcoming road and sewer repairs. In addition,
Mr. Opipery stated the revenue is up as expected, which is necessary to meet current year
financial commitments.
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to
approve the Statement of Revenue & Expense report as presented.

Accounts Payable
Mr. Opipery noted a payment of $5,000.00 to the Ben Avon Fire Department shown on the
report that may have been duplicated in error. He will pull that figure from the approval until it
can be further investigated.
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to
approve all bills on the Accounts Payable report as presented and amended in the amount of
$106,406.75.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Administration Committee - there was no report
Public Affairs/Communications Committee
Mrs. Bett reported that the intern, Jaclyn Karolski, is preparing a draft of a Borough newsletter
and mailing list for distribution. She hopes to have a draft to share with Council in July or
August. Mrs. Bett stated that with the Governor lifting the emergency declaration, Council will
need to decide how to hold public meetings going forward. She has been investigating a hybrid
model to begin to resume in-person/virtual meetings.

Public Safety/Code Enforcement - See Attachment C
Mr. Stockle reported work continues to resolve the crumbling wall at 54 Forest Avenue. The
resident was cited, but there is some question as to who is responsible for the repair. As a survey
on the property was inconclusive, Mr. Stoeckle states he will work with Harshman Group to
have a second survey completed.

Public Works
Mr. Opipery stated Mr. Regrut rented a sweeper and cleaned the streets with minimal disruption
to traffic flow. He recommended this should be done annually. West View Water is working on
Breading Avenue on replacement of the main line. This should be complete sometime next week.
They will then move to Phase II. Mr. Opipery also noted that the gas company work still requires
restoration.

Mr. Opipery reported a favorable response from Ben Avon Heights concerning their financial
commitment to the repair of a shared section of sewer slated to be turned over to ALCOSAN.
State Pipe will perform some of the repair work prior to transfer.

QV COG
Mr. Wagner reported the new Executive Director, Patrick Conners, will be meeting with the
delegates at the monthly meeting tomorrow for the first time. Mr. Conners has requested time to
meet with each municipality Secretary/Manager in the coming months. Mr. Wagner also reported
the final draft of the solid waste contract will soon be out for bid as planned.
Mr. Wagner also reminded Council that the traveling glass bin will be available at the end of the
month.

Centennial Building Committee
Mr. Wagner reported there will be two surveys completed on the Borough building. An asbestos
and lead paint survey, which was funded by a grant from the Avon Club, is complete. A second
survey on the site should be complete in the next week depending on the availability of the
contractor. Mr. Wagner is also exploring avenues for funds management for any donations.

Climate Action Plan
Mrs. Roggenkamp stated progress has been made on the draft of the Climate Action Plan. She
made a request of the working group to review the draft prior to submitting to the DEP for
review. Mrs. Roggenkamp said she will forward a link to the Councilmembers of the draft copy
to review as well. She would like to present the plan to Council at the August council meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Local Fiscal Recovery Grant
Mrs. Bett reported the Borough Secretary completed the steps necessary to apply for the
COVID-19 Local Fiscal Recovery Grant for the Borough.

OLD BUSINESS

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Wagner; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to
adjourn the meeting to Executive Session at 8:22 p.m. to discuss a contract matter.

Motion: Mr. Stoeckle; Second: Mr. Opipery; Motion Carried to return to the regular Council
session at 8:59 p.m.

MEETING ADJOURNMENT
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Mr. Opipery; Motion Carried by unanimous voice vote to
adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Terrie Patsch
Borough Secretary

