Borough of Ben Avon
7101 Church Avenue, Ben Avon, Pennsylvania 15202
Council Meeting – September 17, 2019
Minutes

Call to Order
Council President Jennifer Bett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance
Council Members Present
Jennifer Bett
Henry Casale
Megan Dolan
Michele Boyd
Ken Opipery
David Stoeckle
Council Members Absent
Earl Bohn
Others Present
Melanie Holcomb, Mayor
Anne Sweeney, Solicitor
Chief Joe Hanny, Ohio Township Police
Chief Gary Buckman, BA Volunteer Fire Department
Terrie Patsch, Borough Secretary
Public Participation – There was no public participation
Presentation
Jarrod D’Amico, Harshman CE Group, LLC
Mr. Harshman presented Borough Council with a proposal to provide zoning, building inspection
and property maintenance inspection services. Following his presentation, he answered questions
from council members concerning those services offered. See Attachment A
Mayor’s Report – Report given by Mayor Melanie Holcomb
Mayor Holcomb reported the annual block party on Prospect Avenue took place recently, with
the Borough given very short notice. Mayor Holcomb requested that instructions be posted on
the website outlining the procedure for scheduling such events. This would assist in notification
of Borough staff and Ohio Township Police in a more timely fashion.

Mrs. Holcomb also stated the permit she has been working on regarding filming in the borough
has been through some edits and will be forwarded to the solicitor for her review prior to
presenting to the council for final approval.
Mayor Holcomb reported that the feedback from the shredding event sponsored by
Representative Anita Kulick for the North Boroughs was one of the most successful events of
its’ kind that they have held.
Police Chief’s Report – Report given by Chief Hanny
Chief Hanny reported a quiet month in the Borough with 96 calls.
See Attachment B
Fire Chief’s Report – Report given by Chief Buckman
Chief Buckman reported the rescue vehicle was returned from Glick where it was taken for
routine maintenance. He further reported the ladder truck is due for inspection in October.
See Attachment C
Solicitor’s Report – No report given
Approval of Minutes
Motion: Mr. Stoeckle; Second: Mrs. Boyd; Motion carried by majority voice vote to approve the
minutes of the August 20, 2019 council meeting with Mr. Casale abstaining due to his absence
from that meeting.
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Mrs. Boyd; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve the
minutes of the September 3, 2019 council work session meeting.
Financial Report – Report given by Ken Opipery
Mr. Opipery presented the 2020 Minimum Municipal Obligation for the council members to
review. These documents reflect the Police Pension Plan, which is fully funded with no
contributions due in the coming year; and the Non-Police Pension Plan, detailing the cost to the
borough to fulfill its’ obligation in next year’s budget.
Statement of Accounts
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve
the Revenue & Expense report from August, 2019.
Accounts Payable
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve
accounts payable in the amount of $48,312.10 for August, 2019.
Administration Report – Report given by Michele Boyd
Mrs. Boyd asked members of council to consider a security camera positioned towards the front
doors of the building in the lobby to alert the Borough Secretary of those entering and leaving
the building. Mrs. Bett suggested a security audit be completed by the Police Department to

ascertain what other recommendations they would have for the safety and security of the
building.
Mrs. Boyd also discussed an additional storage cupboard be purchased and perhaps set up in the
conference room for janitor supplies, opening up space in the locked storage cupboard for
records. Dale Regrut, Public Works, suggested room be made in the mop cupboard inside the
main entrance rather than purchase a cupboard for those supplies.
On the subject of security, Mrs. Boyd asked if Council should consider changing the locks on the
building or going to a different locking system to again address the security of records and staff.
This item will be addressed when the audit is complete.
Public Affairs / Communications Report – Report given by Jennifer Bett
Mrs. Bett distributed the first draft of the Borough social media policy for council’s review. She
asked that council members submit changes and recommendations prior to next month’s meeting
in order to vote on an updated version of the policy. See Attachment D
Public Safety/Code Enforcement Report– Reports given by David Stoeckle
Mr. Stoeckle reported that monthly meetings with BIU have been temporarily suspended. Mr.
Stoeckle and the Borough Secretary will continue to meet and update the office records and
responses to complaints.
Mrs. Bett reported her attendance at the quarterly meeting on emergency management services
where different hazmat responses were discussed. Mrs. Bett said more information will be
forthcoming. In addition, she discussed promotion of the PA211 information system. PA 2-1-1
Southwest is part of the national 2-1-1 Call Centers initiative that seeks to provide an easy-toremember telephone number, chat, text, and a web resource for finding health and human
services– for everyday needs and in crisis situations.
Public Works Report – Report given by Ken Opipery
Mr. Opipery reported an annual meeting with Borough engineers and Mr. Regrut to review MS4
compliance. All requirements were met and the report should be filed prior to the deadline.
Mr. Opipery reported utility work continues on Monitor Avenue, but they are making progress.
The plans for paving hinge on the completion of the utility companies and their projects. Paving
schedules will be communicated to residents once the contractor gets the go-ahead on
scheduling. Information will also be available on the Borough website for residents to access.
Mr. Opipery stated there were two recent failures of the stormwater system which will require
excavation. These two instances require immediate action for remediation.
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Stoeckle; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to allow
solicitation of two to three bids on the stretch at the bottom of Ridge Avenue and acceptance of
the lowest bid presented to continue with repairs to the system.

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Ms. Boyd; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to allow
solicitation of three phone bids to repair mid-Hiland Avenue to Brighton Avenue which can be
lined manhole to manhole and proceed with that repair.
Mr. Opipery also reported that the search for a new Public Works employee will begin shortly,
and following discussion with Mr. Regrut, feels that the expiring contract offers little to entice
potential workers.
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Stoeckle; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to adjust
the current contract, which expires in December, and replace the $14 per hour wage with 70% of
the current employee’s hourly wage in the union agreement for new hires.
Mr. Opipery also stated that leaf collection will begin in late October, and once again those
working on Ohio River Boulevard will be in harm’s way. Mr. Opipery would like to get a
reminder to those who live along that stretch to keep the safety of Public Works in mind when
the collection season commences.
Quaker Valley COG Report – Report Given by Megan Dolan
Ms. Dolan reported that the next meeting in the series of Route 65 Corridor meetings will take
place on Wednesday, September 18.
Ms. Dolan also asked if borough council would be interested in sponsoring a pop-up glass
recycling event. She offered to get more information on the cost and requirements.
Ms. Dolan reported she received the COG proposal for zoning and code enforcement services
offered through them. The fees for service were listed, which included an annual retainer fee but
does not offer all services the borough requires.
New Business
Code Enforcement Services
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mrs. Boyd; Motion carried by majority voice vote to give 30 day
notice to Building Inspector Underwriter’s to terminate their services and appoint Harshman CE
Group and accept their fee schedule for all zoning/building inspection, property inspection and
property maintenance services. Opposed: Ms. Dolan
Trick or Treat Night
Borough council set Halloween Trick or Treat on Thursday, October 31, 2019, from 6:00 – 8:00
pm.
Old Business – No Old Business
Executive Session
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Ms. Dolan; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to adjourn to
Executive Session at 8:34 p.m. to discuss contractual matters.

Motion: Mr. Stoeckle; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to exit
executive session and return to public session at 9:22 p.m.
Adjournment
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second; Mr. Stoeckle; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to adjourn
the council meeting at 9:22 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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