Borough of Ben Avon
7101 Church Avenue, Ben Avon, Pennsylvania 15202
Council Meeting – June 18, 2019
Minutes

Call to Order
Council President Jennifer Bett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance
Council Members Present
Jennifer Bett
Earl Bohn
Michele Boyd
Henry Casale
Megan Dolan
Ken Opipery
David Stoeckle
Others Present
Anne Sweeney, Solicitor
Dale Regrut, Public Works Foreman
Sgt. Beck, Ohio Township Police
Chief Gary Buckman, BA Volunteer Fire Department
Terrie Patsch, Borough Secretary
Public Participation – There was no public participation
Approval of Minutes
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Mr. Bohn; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve the
minutes of the May 21 council meeting.
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Mr. Stoeckle; Motion carried by majority voice vote to approve the
minutes of June 4, 2019 council work session meeting, with Mr. Bohn abstaining due to his
absence from that meeting.

Financial Report – Report given by Ken Opipery
Statement of Accounts
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve
the Revenue & Expense report from May, 2019.
Accounts Payable
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve
accounts payable in the amount of $104,049.07 for May, 2019, which Mr. Casale noted included
the transfer of $350,000 for upcoming street repairs.
Administration Report –Report given by Earl Bohn
Public Participation Policy - See Figure 1
Motion: Mr. Bohn; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve the
Public Participation Policy once amended as per today’s discussion.
Code Enforcement
Mr. Bohn continues the search for a new 3rd party code enforcement officer for the Borough.
While many candidates are willing to perform zoning and UCC enforcement, there are few
options for someone to perform property management. Mr. Bohn spoke to another local
municipality concerning sub-contracting their code enforcement officer, and will continue to
explore additional options.
Public Affairs / Communications Report – Report given by Jennifer Bett
Ms. Bett informed council she was made aware of lane restrictions beginning this coming
weekend and continuing on Ohio River Blvd. between the hours of 8 p.m. and 5 a.m. and will
post to the Borough website. Information will also be made available on the Facebook page and
transmitted through Savvy Citizen.
Ms. Bett met with Dale Regrut, Harry Dilmore (Kilbuck Twp.) and representatives from the
Laurel (Buckeye) pipeline concerning the restoration of Avon Park following the recent pipeline
testing. Ms. Bett reported a committee will meet to discuss the proposed improvements.
Public Safety/Code Enforcement Report– Reports given by David Stoeckle
Mr. Stoeckle reported that monthly meetings are being held with representatives from Building
Inspection Underwriter’s to ensure property complaints, rental inspections and documentation
are staying on track.
Public Works Report – Report given by Ken Opipery
Mr. Opipery reported the contractor has completed the installation of the handicapped ramps.
Mr. Opipery and Mr. Regrut met with the contractors awarded the sewer bids, and excavation
should begin sometime this week.
Mr. Opipery also reported a pre-construction meeting will be held this week with the Borough
engineer, Public Works Foreman and the contractors for the 2019 paving project.

Quaker Valley COG Report – No Report Given
Mayor’s Report – No Report given
Police Chief’s Report – Report given by Sgt. Beck
See Figure 2
Sgt. Beck reported nothing of concern over the last month regarding police calls. Sgt. Beck also
stated they were aware of the upcoming lane restrictions on Ohio River Blvd. this weekend and
have added extra officers for traffic control.
Fire Chief’s Report – No report given
See Figure 3
Solicitor’s Report – No report given
New Business
Old Business
See Figure 4
Ms. Bett shared with Council a recent letter thanking them for the generous donation towards the
73rd Annual Memorial Day festivities.
Executive Session
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Ms. Boyd; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to adjourn to
Executive Session at 7:45 p.m.
Motion: Mr. Bohn; Second: Mr. Stoeckle; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to exit
executive session and return to public session at 9:07 p.m.
Adjournment
Motion: Mr. Stoeckle; Second; Mr. Bohn; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to adjourn
the meeting at 9:07 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Terrie Patsch
Ben Avon Borough Secretary

Figure 1

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION POLICY
Ben Avon Borough Council encourages borough residents to attend its public meetings – as
advertised in The Citizen, published online at www.benavon.com and posted at the borough
building – to observe, make comments and ask questions of their elected representatives in local
government.
Council reserves time at all meetings for such public participation. The president of council calls
for comments from borough residents and recognizes specifically the individual speakers.
As a matter of policy, residents must sign the attendance roster and identify themselves by name
and local mailing address to address council and may speak for up to five minutes on a given
topic. Residents may request additional time to address council by providing the borough
secretary with the topic and reason for the request at least five business days in advance of a
public meeting. Additional time may be granted at the sole discretion of the president of council.
When members of an organization or group attend a council meeting and ask to be recognized
individually, the president of council may require that a single spokesperson address council on
behalf of the entire group.
By asking to be recognized to address council, speakers accept responsibility for following
common standards of civility, respect and regard for the personal dignity of all other persons in
attendance. Failure to adhere to these standards may result in additional restriction of allotted
time at the sole discretion of the president of council.
The president of council has authority to postpone or defer the time allotted for public
participation when circumstances require.
This policy supersedes and replaces any previous public participation policy.
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