Borough of Ben Avon
7101 Church Avenue, Ben Avon, Pennsylvania 15202
Council Meeting – July 16, 2019
Minutes

Call to Order
Council President Jennifer Bett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance
Council Members Present
Jennifer Bett
Earl Bohn
Michele Boyd
Henry Casale
Megan Dolan
Ken Opipery
David Stoeckle
Others Present
Melanie Holcomb, Mayor
Anne Sweeney, Solicitor
Dale Regrut, Public Works Foreman
Chief Joe Hanny, Ohio Township Police
Chief Gary Buckman, BA Volunteer Fire Department
Terrie Patsch, Borough Secretary
Public Participation
Sean and Jim Boaks, 14 Lynfield Drive. Sean is completing a badge in Communication for the
Boy Scouts and attended to observe the proceedings as a requirement.
Jesse Colaizzi, 7220 Church Avenue, addressed council as to his concern with a recent incident
on Church Avenue involving a patron of the coffee shop parking illegally blocking the
emergency vehicle exit at the fire hall, an ensuing confrontation, and the response time from the

Ohio Township Officer to his call. Mr. Colaizzi reported a 40-minute wait-time from when he
notified the police dispatch until the officer arrived on scene. In addition, he reported frequent
disregard for the No Parking zones, making it difficult for the fire department to make the turn in
the case of emergency.
Approval of Minutes
Motion: Mr. Bohn; Second: Mrs. Boyd; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve the
minutes of the June 18 council meeting.
Financial Report – Report given by Ken Opipery
Statement of Accounts
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve
the Revenue & Expense report from June, 2019.
Accounts Payable
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve
accounts payable in the amount of $41,126.02 for June, 2019.
Administration Report –Report given by Earl Bohn
Mr. Bohn reported the 4-year pension audit is underway and the borough office supplied
requested documentation to the auditor. The Liquid Fuels audit field work is complete and we
are waiting for notification of any further requests for information or completion of the audit.
Mr. Bohn reported Borough Secretary Terrie Patsch discovered a billing error from the thirdparty code enforcement agency and Building Inspection Underwriter’s have been invoiced for
that overpayment.
Mr. Bohn also confirmed that a copy of the newly approved Public Participation Policy has been
uploaded to the Borough website.
Mr. Bohn concluded the search for a new 3rd party code enforcement officer for the Borough.
Following a decline from another local municipality due to their own increased workload, Mr.
Bohn recommended that Council proceed to re-visit the offerings from the QV COG. Mrs. Bett
and Mrs. Dolan have a meeting scheduled this week to review some of the details concerning
this arrangement.
Public Affairs / Communications Report – Report given by Jennifer Bett
Mrs. Bett continues to post utility and road construction updates, including the overnight work
that includes temporary lane restrictions.
Public Safety/Code Enforcement Report– Reports given by David Stoeckle
Mr. Stoeckle reported that monthly meetings continue to be held with representatives from
Building Inspection Underwriter’s to ensure property complaints, rental inspections and

documentation are staying on track. The meetings are held at the borough office on the first
Wednesday of the month at 9:00 a.m.
Mr. Stoeckle also reported that the Code Enforcement Officer was invited by a tenant to inspect
the apartment on Park Avenue and found continuing violations. A final citation was issued, no
abatement was made and a hearing before the magistrate is scheduled August 7 at 2:30 p.m.. Mr.
Stoeckle will continue to follow with Mr. McDermott as the situation unfolds.
Public Works Report – Report given by Ken Opipery
Mr. Opipery reported the 2019 sewer project is complete, the utility company work is about halfway complete and some of the restoration has begun. West View Water will begin once the other
utilities are finished. Once all utility work is complete the paving can begin, and Mr. Opipery is
hoping that will be accomplished in September.
Mr. Opipery also reported that last years’ paving contractor, Independent, has not responded
regarding the issues left from the 2018 paving project. Ben Avon is holding final payment
pending the repair of the roads, and if met with no response, will follow with legal action.
Mrs. Boyd asked if there was any damage to the borough following last weeks storms, but
neither Mr. Opipery nor Mr. Regrut had any problems to report.
Quaker Valley COG Report – Report Given by Megan Dolan
Ms. Dolan reported the QV COG is proceeding with the municipal solar initiative, and Emsworth
Borough will be the first to test the system with the installation of solar panels.
Mayor’s Report – Report given by Mayor Melanie Holcomb
See Figure 1
Police Chief’s Report – Report given by Chief Hanny
See Figure 2
Fire Chief’s Report – No report given
Solicitor’s Report – No report given
New Business – No new business
Old Business
Fee schedule
Mr. Bohn reported that the Administration Committee and Borough Secretary are researching the
current fee schedule instituted in 2012 and will present their findings to council at a future
council meeting.

Update on parks
Mrs. Bett reported the website and Facebook have been updated in regards to Avon Park
restoration which now in the landscape restoration. The landscape crew is hoping to complete
this week, weather permitting, and the paving company will be able to begin the next phase. As
of the last communication, the donation from the pipeline company to Kilbuck has not yet been
received. The agreement with the parties was that this sum would be applied to improvements at
the park, and Mrs. Bett provided a list of suggested uses.
Mrs. Bett also reported Avonworth Park management is awaiting bids from several engineers on
the repairs of the landslide.
Executive Session
Motion: Mrs.Boyd; Second: Mr. Bohn; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to adjourn to
Executive Session at 7:53 p.m. to discuss contractual matters.
Motion: Mr. Stoeckle; Second: Mr. Bohn; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to exit
executive session and return to public session at 8:41p.m.
Adjournment
Motion: Mr. Stoeckle; Second; Mr. Bohn; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to adjourn
the council meeting at 8:41 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Terrie Patsch
Ben Avon Borough Secretary

Figure 1
Ben Avon Mayor’s Report
July 16, 2019

•

Attended meeting of the newly formed Advisory Council for Shenango
Reimagined. I am joining other Borough officials, County representatives and air
quality experts to explore feasible reuses for the former Shenango coke plant
that align with environmental, economic and societal needs and wants for the
region. Public meetings will be held and open to all this Fall.

•

Communicated with and responded to residents about their concerns re:
speeding in the neighborhood, road construction, public disturbances.

•

Met with Mr. Stoeckle & Ms. Patsch with BIU representatives regarding rental
inspections.

•

Performed a renewal of vows ceremony for 2 residents. No fee involved.

•

Attended borough Communications Team committee meeting.

•

Coordinating with Rep. Anita Kulik’s office regarding a possible paper shredding
event in the N. Boroughs on Sat. September 7th in the morning. Stay tuned…

Respectfully Submitted,
Melanie Holcomb
Mayor

Figure 2

