Borough of Ben Avon
7101 Church Avenue, Ben Avon, Pennsylvania 15202
Council Meeting – May 21, 2019
Minutes
Call to Order
Council Vice President Megan Dolan called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance
Council Members Present
Jennifer Bett (7:40 p.m.), Earl Bohn, Michele Boyd, Henry Casale, Kenneth Opipery, David
Stoeckle
Others Present
Anne Sweeney, Solicitor
Chief Joe Hanny, Ohio Township Police
Chief Gary Buckman, BA Volunteer Fire Department
Terrie Patsch, Borough Secretary
Public Participation – There was no public participation
Approval of Minutes
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Mr. Bohn; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve the
minutes of the April 16, 2019 council meeting.
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second: Mrs. Boyd; Motion carried by majority voice vote to approve the
minutes of May 7, 2019 council work session meeting, with Mr. Stoeckle abstaining due to his
absence from that meeting.
Financial Report – Report given by Ken Opipery
Statement of Accounts
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve
the Revenue & Expense report from April, 2019.
Accounts Payable
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to approve
accounts payable in the amount of $47,300.53 for April, 2019.

Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Bohn; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to move
$350,000 from the general fund to the capital reserve fund to cover the cost of this year’s road
paving program.
Administration Report –Report given by Earl Bohn
Mr. Bohn reported that he sat in on a recent conference call with Council President Jennifer Bett
and representatives from Kilbuck Township and the Laurel (Buckeye) pipeline concerning park
restoration. The pipeline representatives stated the park would be restored to full capacity once
all testing is complete. Ms. Bett confirmed that representatives from Ben Avon will work with
Kilbuck Township to ensure that the donation from the pipeline company goes into
improvements at the park for all residents to enjoy.
Public Affairs / Communications Report – Report given by Jennifer Bett
Ms. Bett reported she will continue to update the borough website with road construction and
utility work information as it becomes available.
Public Safety/Code Enforcement Report– Reports given by David Stoeckle and Earl Bohn
Mr. Bohn reported that suggested revisions will be submitted to a letter Ms. Bett prepared to
send to local homes advertised as short-term lease rentals outlining the newly passed ordinances
which are effective immediately. Mr. Bohn also noted that Ms. Patsch has provided a rental hostsite link for neighbors of short-term lodging to submit any complaints and concerns with those
properties. Residents are being encouraged to call Ohio Township Police if they have issues with
the guests of these establishments.
Public Works Report – Report given by Ken Opipery
2019 Road Project – See Figure 1
Mr. Opipery reported the bid results have been tabulated, and prices came in somewhat higher
than what was originally expected due to increases in fuel and materials.
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mrs. Boyd; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to award the
base bid contract to Mele & Mele and Sons in the amount of $299,953.
Quaker Valley COG Report –Report Given by Megan Dolan
Ms. Dolan reported that a discussion at the QV COG delegates meeting regarding Route 65
updated the road would shut down next weekend and continue into the first weekend in June to
allow for sewer repairs.
Ms. Dolan also reported QV COG is moving forward with a traffic pattern study of Rt. 65, and a
new website would launch where commuters can report traffic complaints to be included in the
study results.
Mayor’s Report – No Report given
Police Chief’s Report – Report given by Chief Hanny
See Figure 2

Fire Chief’s Report – Report given by Chief Gary Buckman
See Figure 3
Solicitor’s Report – No report given
New Business
Resolution 2019-02 – Hazard Mitigation Plan – See Figure 4
Motion: Mr. Bohn; Second: Mr. Casale; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to pass the
resolution recommending mitigation activities that will reduce losses to life and property affected
by both natural and human-made hazards that face the County and its municipal governments.
Resolution 2019-03 – National Incident Management (NIMS) System – See Figure 5
Motion: Mr. Bohn; Second: Mrs. Boyd; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to pass the
resolution which provides for interoperability and compatibility among Federal, State and local
capabilities and includes a core set of concepts, principles, terminology and technologies
covering the incident command system, unified command, training, management of resources
and reporting.
Joint Planning Commission (JPC) Update
Council President Jennifer Bett reported she recently attended a meeting of the JPC. The
commission is currently working on reviewing the fence and wall ordinances. In addition, the
commission is looking at improving Route 65 signage, and ordinances for bikes and breweries.
Old Business
First LockFest
Ms. Boyd stated that the first LockFest sponsored by the Army Corps of Engineers appeared to
be a great success. She suggested a note of thanks be sent to the organization to acknowledge all
of their hard work and planning.
Executive Session
Motion: Mr. Bohn; Second: Ms. Dolan; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to adjourn to
Executive Session at 8:13 p.m.
Motion: Mr. Opipery; Second: Mr. Bohn; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to exit
executive session and return to public session at 8:57 p.m.
Adjournment
Motion: Mr. Casale; Second; Mrs. Boyd; Motion carried by unanimous voice vote to adjourn the
meeting at 8:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Terrie Patsch
Ben Avon Borough Secretary
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Allegheny County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan
Municipal Adoption Resolution
Resolution No. 2019-02
Ben Avon Borough, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania
WHEREAS, the Borough of Ben Avon, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania is most vulnerable to natural and human-made
hazards which may result in loss of life and property, economic hardship, and threats to public health and safety, and
WHEREAS, Section 322 of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000) requires state and local governments to
develop and submit for approval to the President a mitigation plan that outlines processes for identifying their respective
natural hazards, risks, and vulnerabilities, and
WHEREAS, the Borough of Ben Avon acknowledges the requirements of Section 322 of DMA 2000 to have an
approved Hazard Mitigation Plan as a prerequisite to receiving post-disaster Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funds,
and
WHEREAS, the Allegheny County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan has been developed by the Allegheny County
Emergency Management Agency and the Allegheny County Planning Commission in cooperation with other county
departments, and officials and citizens of Ben Avon Borough, and
WHEREAS, a public involvement process consistent with the requirements of DMA 2000 was conducted to develop the
Allegheny County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan, and
WHEREAS, the Allegheny County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan recommends mitigation activities that will reduce
losses to life and property affected by both natural and human-made hazards that face the County and its municipal
governments,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body for the Borough of Ben Avon:
 The Allegheny County 2015 Hazard Mitigation Plan is hereby adopted as the official Hazard Mitigation Plan of
the Borough, and
 The respective officials and agencies identified in the implementation strategy of the Allegheny County 2015
Hazard Mitigation Plan are hereby directed to implement the recommended activities assigned to them.
ADOPTED, this 21st day of May 2019
ATTEST:
___________________________
Borough Secretary

Ben Avon Borough
By ______________________________
Council President
By ______________________________
Mayor
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RESOLUTION NO. _2019-03

IMPLEMENTING THE NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

WHEREAS, In Homeland Security Directive (HSPD)-5, the President directed the Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security to develop and administer a National Incident Management System (NIMS), which would provide a
consistent nationwide approach for federal, state, local and tribal governments to work together more effectively and
efficiently to prevent, prepare for, respond to, and recover from domestic incidents, regardless of cause, size or
complexity; and
WHEREAS, the NIMS provides for interoperability and compatibility among Federal, State and local capabilities and
includes a core set of concepts, principles, terminology and technologies covering the incident command system, unified
command, training, management of resources and reporting; and
WHEREAS, In a Proclamation dated December 20, 2004, the Governor of Pennsylvania mandates that the National
Incident Management System will be utilized for all incident management in the Commonwealth and to be effective
immediately; and
WHEREAS, Failure to adopt NIMS as the requisite emergency management system may preclude reimbursement to the
political subdivision for costs expended during and after a declared emergency or disaster and for training and
preparation for such disasters or emergencies; and
NOW THEREFORE, Be it resolved that our municipality hereby adopts the National Incident Management System
(NIMS) and recommends all public safety agencies, emergency responders, hazardous materials users and transporters,
hospitals and school districts situated within the municipality do the same.
Duly adopted at a meeting held on the 21st day of May, 2019.

Borough of Ben Avon
(Municipality)

____________________________________
ATTEST:

Council President

____________________________________
_________________________

Council Vice President

Borough Secretary

____________________________________
Mayor
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