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Borough of Ben Avon
7101 Church Avenue, Ben Avon, Pennsylvania 15202
Council Work SessionMeeting i June 4 2019
Minutes

Call to Order
Council Presidentlennifer Bettalled the meeting to order a07 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance
Council Members Present

Jennfer Bett,Michele Boyd,Henry CasaleDavid Stoeckle

Council Members Absent
Earl Bohn,Megan DolanKenneth Opipery

Others Present

Mayor Melanie Holcomb
Terrie Patsch Borough Secretary

Public Patrticipation i no public participation

Administrati on Report i Reportgivenby Michele Boyd
Ms. Boyd reported #it Mr. Bohn isediting a draft of the performance review of the Borough
Secretaryor the personnel records.

Ms. Boyd also reportetthatMr. Bohn is continuing to explore thpossibility of subcontacting
with neighboring municipalities tobtaincode enforcement services.

Ms. Boydrequestedhatthe Borough bgin the procesto provide daptop for Public Works
Foreman, Dale Regrutiting theupcoming roadwork and sewer repair seasorkload



Public Affairs / CommunicationsReport i Report giverby Jenniér Bett

Ms. Bett reported the website and Facebpage will continue regular updates madvork as
the information becomes availabMs. Bett also informed council that as oh&u3,Ben Avorts
Savvy Ctizen account shows 723 subscribers.

Ms. Bett stated that she is waitifay thesolicitorés input on thdettershe composed to be sent to
the Airbnlds in the community

Public SafetyCode EnforcementReporti Reportgivenby David Stoeckle

Mr. Stoecklereported that Mr. Opipery, Mr. Regrut and Mr. Flaugh (Gatewayrieegs)
presented a soluticdiw adrainageconcermnrecentlyreported by Mr. ColenbrandefO01
Woodland AvenueMr. Colenbrandeagreed to the proposal, with the urstarding it may take
some time to repair based on the veridarailablity .

Mr. Stoecklereported aneetingon Friday, May 24with members from Building Underwrités
Inc. (BIU) T RegionalManagerDenie Germanwski, Inspectors Ron Mulcahy and Mike
McDermott, and BorougBecretay Terrie Patsch. This meeting wasd#breview processes
and facilitate communication with the companyrder toestablisimproved recorekeeping
andaccountability

Mr. Stoeckle alsstated thain corversationwith BIU concerninghe condition of sidewalks in
the Boroughsome consideration was giventhepossibilityof a proactiveinspectionapproach
in the future onc¢he public has been informed and opportunity giteeallow residentglenty
of time to repaiprior to enactment

Public Works Report i No Report given

Quaker Valley COG Reporti No Rgort Given

New Business

UpcomingMeetings

Mayor MelanieHolcomb reported she will attend AlleghenyCounty Clea Air Now
(ACCAN) committee meeting this weellayorHolcomb alsglans to attendreothermeeting
this week which will addregfie possibilityof increased réoadtraffic and its effect on the
community.

Emergency Management System

Ms. Bett reporte@d meeting with Kilbuck and Emsworth representativésbe reccheduled to
discuss shared resaas betweethe communies in case of an emergency. Thiamsearlystep
in theemergency management plan faaiid by QV COG.




Old Business

Avon Park Pipeline Work

Ms. Bettreported thaalthoughshehasreached out to representatives from Kilbuck Township,
shehas been unable to connect wattyone concerning the restorationfafon Park. Ms. Bett
plans tocall Harry Dilmoe to address the restoration

Adjournment
President Jenifer Bett adjourned the eeting a7:40p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Terrie Patsch
Ben Avan Barough Secretgar



ATTACHMENT A

QUAKER VALLEY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

8306 Ohio River Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA 15202
412-766-7458 | Fax: 412-766-1066 | www.qvcog.org

Zoning Technical Assistance Program
October 2017

Participating municipalities share the services of a zoning consultant provided by the Quaker Valley Council
of Governments to assist, guide and advise them and/or their respective Zoning Officers regarding any
zoning issues that arise in conjunction with the administration, enforcement and interpretation of a
participating municipality’s zoning ordinance. The primary benefit of the arrangement is to (a) provide the
participating municipality with qualified (AICP) staff and (b) administer zoning regulations efficiently and
effectively for the member municipalities. Greater professionalism will result in better application of
ordinances and improved development outcomes, reduce the issues of compliance with the Municipalities
Planning Code, improved public service and greater efficiency of municipal operations.

The program is rooted in the following principles:

o Elected officials can and should be responsible for differentiating the nature of zoning from other
municipal services, including the important role local governments play in the implementation of
the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code.

o Zoning is among the most important and high impact activities of local government. Done right it is
a positive force for community development; done poorly results in undesirable land uses and the
potential of lawsuits.

o Small municipalities lack the volume of zoning activity to justify full-time personnel, often relying on
code enforcement or building inspection personnel to perform this important policy implementation
role. A need exists for professional zoning administration services on a time-sharing and cost

savings basis.

Consistent with these principles, the Quaker Valley Council of Governments provides services and advice
based upon an activity based fee schedule. Services provided include:

o Provide a participating municipality with a qualified zoning consultant to support and assist in the
performance of technical reviews of zoning permit applications, conditional use permit applications,
and applications for special exceptions or variances.

o Provide a participating municipality with a qualified zoning consultant to support and assist in
enforcing the municipal zoning ordinance and to review and recommend approval or denial of
zoning permits in accordance with municipal ordinances.

o Provide a participating municipality with a qualified zoning consultant to serve as a single point of
contact for municipal elected officials and staff for providing technical assistance, receiving
applications, and performing reviews of applications under municipality’s zoning ordinance.

Aleppo Township, Avalon Borough, Bell Acres Borough, Bellevue Borough, Ben Avon Borough, Edgeworth Borough, Emsworth Borough, Glenfield Borough,
Glen Osborne Borough, Haysville Borough, Kilbuck Township, Leet Township, Leetsdale Borough, Sewickley Borough, Sewickley Heights Borough



Provide a participating municipality with a qualified zoning consultant to support and assist in
performing reviews of applications for subdivision and land development for compliance with the
municipal zoning ordinance.

Develop and issue quarterly management reports on zoning activities.

Provide a participating municipality with a qualified zoning consultant to support and assist in
presenting facts, records, or information to assist in decision making when requested by the
planning commission, governing body, or zoning hearing board.

Provide a participating municipality with a qualified zoning consultant to develop and utilize uniform
submission requirements, forms, and review procedures for zoning permit applications, conditional
use permit applications, and applications for special exceptions or variances.

Pursue the development and utilization of an electronic web portal for use by a participating
municipality to submit applications and other material for review.

Attend Meetings of the Governing Body, Zoning Hearing Board, and Planning Commission at the
request of the Municipality.

Provide a participating municipality with a qualified zoning consultant to render training and
technical assistance as requested.

This program allows for predictability and value for participating municipalities by setting a price list.
However, each municipality may establish additional services on a fee for service basis based upon their

needs.

The current price list is as follows:

Annual Enroliment fee: $500

Hourly Rate for technical assistance, 585

Dimensional Reviews: Accessory Structures and Single Family New Structure or Additions: $30
Commercial Principal Structures, Additions, and all principal structures requiring land development
approval: $180

Commercial Occupancy Permits: $150

Zoning Review Letter (zoning compliance of subdivisions or land developments if required by
Allegheny County) $60 for Subdivisions, $150 for land development.

Hourly Rate for conditional use review, zoning hearings, zoning map amendments, ordinance
revisions, and general consulting: $75 (passed onto applicant for conditional use and rezoning
requests)

Hourly Rate for enforcement (notice preparation and hearing attendance related to enforcement)
$60.

Monthly retainer (provides up to 2 hours of time for calls for staff or public) $120

A Resolution or Motion approving a contact is required prior to participation. Rates quoted are for Quaker
Valley COG Members or municipalities in good standing with their Council of Governments. Municipalities
not members of a COG may participate at an increased rate; contact QVCOG Executive Director for more

information.

Contact: Susan G. Hockenberry, Executive Director, shockenberry@qvcog.org; 412.766.7460




U S A

Quaker Valley Council of Governments

Zoning Technical Assistance

Proposal for Ben Avon Borough

Susan G. Hockenberry, Executive Director
Chris Rearick, AICP

Purpose of the Program

* Proper zoning administration is difficult for small communities

* Built-out Boroughs need effective land use management programs
the most
» Older properties— more likely candidates for alteration of uses
» Community character is on the line. Bad zoning administration risks uses
occurring that diminish value
* Need the greatest for professional services; least likely to have access due to
budget constraints and lack of new development to fund ut

« Zoning is misunderstood in the context of the repertoire of
community development tools (zoning, building codes, property
maintenance, rental property registration)







